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Task 
 
Cut up the table and match the keyword or phrase with the correct statement. 
 
 

C2H6 The general formula for alkanes. 

hydrocarbon 
A mixture of lots of different hydrocarbons, formed over 

millions of years. 

CnH2n+2 
When a fuel is oxidised to form the products carbon dioxide, 

oxygen and carbon monoxide. 

cracking 
The breakdown of a compound from heating e.g. cracking of 

hydrocarbons 

crude oil 
Hydrocarbons that have only single covalent carbon-carbon 

bonds. 

CnH2n The formula for ethane. 

fractional distillation 
When a fuel is oxidised completely to form the products 

carbon dioxide and oxygen. 

complete combustion A molecule consisting only of carbon and hydrogen atoms. 

incomplete combustion A process to separate the different fractions in crude oil. 

thermal decomposition The formula for ethene. 

saturated hydrocarbons The general formula for alkenes. 

C2H4 
A process where long chain hydrocarbons are broken down to 

form smaller chains. 
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Answers 
 

C2H6 The formula for ethane. 

hydrocarbon A molecule consisting only of carbon and hydrogen atoms. 

CnH2n+2 The general formula for an alkane. 

cracking 
A process where long chain hydrocarbons are broken down to 

form smaller chains. 

crude oil 
A mixture of lots of different hydrocarbons, formed over 

millions of years. 

CnH2n The general formula for alkenes. 

fractional distillation A process to separate the different fractions in crude oil. 

complete combustion 
When a fuel is oxidised completely to form the products 

carbon dioxide and oxygen. 

incomplete combustion 
When a fuel is oxidised to form the products  

carbon dioxide, oxygen and carbon monoxide. 

thermal decomposition 
A process where long chain hydrocarbons  
are broken down to form smaller chains. 

saturated hydrocarbons 
Hydrocarbons that have only single covalent  

carbon-carbon bonds. 

C2H4 The formula for ethene. 

 


